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 Newsletter  2010

Greetings from FOPL president Donna Seim.
  Our annual meet ing w ill be held Sat urday ,May 2 2  f ollow ing t he picnic t o t hank t he 
volunt eer divers f or pulling m ilf o il. We plan t o f eed t he divers at  noon. Anyone w illing 
t o help please email me at  Dmdseim@aol.com . The meet ing w ill move t o t he 
maint enance building in case of  rain at  1 p.m .  Please mark your calendars.

 It  was a busy  year at  t he park once 
again. Boy  Scout  groups cont inued 
buckt horn removal. They  have cleared 
enough t hat  plant s such as t he sessile 
belwort  pict ured right  are b loom ing f or 
t he fl rst  t ime in decades. The lake 
st art ing t o ret urn t o hist orically  lower 
wat er levels have now perm it t ed rat t le-
box ( below)  t o reappear. It  is amazing 
how long t he seeds can remain dormant  
and st ill b loom when condit ions are 
right .

Oak Savannah 
rest orat ion has been 
able t o cont inue t hanks 
t o a grant . This w ill be 
most  not iceable along 
t he down road t o t he 
lake, where more pines 
have been removed. 
Please be pat ient  as it  
w ill t ake t ime f or t he 

oaks and nat ive prair ie t o re-est ablish 
t hemselves.

 Hudson school dist r ict  again made use 
of  t he park f or fl eld 
t r ips st udy ing wat er 
qualit y . FOPL‘ s 
homest eading hist ory  
module cont inues t o be  
a popular addendum t o 
t he fl eld t r ips. No doubt  
due t o Donna‘ s 
st ory t elling abilit ies. 
Three fl eld t r ips are 
planned f or t his year. 
Donna has also been 
asked t o present  her 

t alk t o a group of  count y  park managers 
t hat  w ill be t ouring t he park t his 
summer. 

 FOPL had a boot h at  St . Croix Count y ‘ s 
5 t h annual Eart h Day Event  at  Camp St . 
Croix April 1 8 . The t heme was chem icals 
in t he env ironment . Children could pick a 
Perch Lake agat e f or correct ly  
ident if y ing what  is good or bad f or t he 
lake. We act ually  ran out  of  Good Search 
Pennies f or t he Park cards.

Friends of  Perch Lake
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 FUNDRAISING

For t hose unf am iliar w it h 
Good-search, it  is a search  
engine powered by  yahoo. 
Every  search done on 
behalf  of  FOPL garners a 
penny donat ion t o t he 
park; which is a popular 
way f or kids t o help 
cont ribut e t o t he Learning 
Cent er Fund. The good-
shop f eat ure generat es a 
port ion of  t he  sale of  
merchandise purchased 
online v ia t he part icipat ing 
merchant s. Last  year t his 
generat ed over 1 0 0  
dollars.

 Our annual brat  roast  was 
anot her success. This year  
we w ill be holding t his 
f undraiser at  RJ Meat s on 
July  1 6  & 1 7  w it h set  up 
at  0 9 3 0 . Sign up f or 2 -4  
hr shif t s w it h Donna.

Sport s event s are also 
popular at  t he park. The 
YMCA swim  meet  is 
popular and w ill be held on 
August  2 1 . This past  year 
a m ini-t r iat hlon was held 
at  t he park w it h each 
ent rant  making a 1 5  dollar  
donat ion t o FOPL. Plans 
are t o again hold t he 
event  on June 2 6 . 

Addit ional f undraising 
ideas are most  welcome. 
The Learning Cent er Fund 
has now passed 5 5 ,0 0 0 .

KUDOS

St art ing in July  FOPL 
members John & Kay 
Kerrick and t heir ext ended  
f am ily  are t aking on a 
much need project  in t he 
park. They w ill be 
inst alling st eps on t he 
st eep, eroding port ion of  
t he t rail leading f rom t he 
Seim  f am ily  t rail t o t he 
point . This spur t rail has 
been very  dif fl cult  t o hike 
due t o it ‘ s st eepness; so 
please ext end your t hanks 
if  you see t hem at  work.

 There are many div ing 
groups t hat  enjoy  t he 
clear wat ers of  t he lake. 
Some come f rom as f ar 
away as t he west ern part  
of  t he cit ies t o g ive back 
t o t he park by  pulling 
Eurasian Mill-f o il f rom t he 
sw imming area. The vast  
improvement  in sw imming 
condit ions at  t he beach 
are ent irely  due t o t heirs‘  
and park st af f  ef f ort s. A  
special recognit ion goes 
t o Terry  Nooner of  St . 
Croix Scuba f or organiz ing 
t he divers and donat ing 
equipment  rent al and air. 
Please come t o FOPL‘ s 
brat -roast  f o llow ing t he 
May 2 2  pull and express 
your appreciat ion.

FISHING

 Trout  fl sher-people w ill be 
pleased t o know t hat  
t here has been almost  
5 ,0 0 0  legal size t rout
(  including brooder st ock)  
put  int o t he lake t his year.

A  second pier was added 
near t he boat  rent al. This 
was recycled f rom anot her  
park. It  is placed in what  
was hist orically  a good 
spot  f or panfl shing.

YOUR SUPPORT

 Your cont inued support  is 
invaluable t o FOPL and t he 
park. Please renew your 
support  w it h a t ax-
deduct ib le donat ion t o t he  
Learning Cent er Fund. A  
f orm  f or your convenience  
is included. A ll who donat e  
at  t he 5 0  dollar and above  
level w ill receive a 
ref rigerat or magnet  w it h 
t he bellwort  pict ured on 
t he f ront  page. This phot o  
was t aken by  t he great -
granddaught er of  t he 
homest eaders Linda 
Rut herf ord, nee Seim  who 
is also creat ing and 
donat ing t he magnet s.

The f ree count y  park 
adm ission dat es are June 
1 2  & 1 3 .

   See You at  t he Park


